




NHC Definition of Monsoon

A large-scale, seasonally-reversing surface wind 
circulation in the tropics accompanied by large 
amplitude seasonal changes in precipitation. 

άThe primary cause is the much greater annual 
variation of temperature over large land areas 
compared with neighboring ocean surfaces, causing 
an excess of pressure over the continents in winter 
and a deficit in summer, but other factors such as 
the relief features of the land have a considerable 
effect. The monsoons are strongest on the southern 
and eastern sides of Asia, the largest landmass, but 
monsoons also occur on the coasts of tropical 
regions wherever the planetary circulation is not 
ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƛƴƘƛōƛǘ ǘƘŜƳΦέ - WMO
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